
Easter VII Homily 
 
 
Gospel:  
John 17:20-26 

20 ‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, 
21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that 
they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that 
the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24Father, I 
desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you 
have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 

25 ‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me. 
26I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved 
me may be in them, and I in them.’ 

“That they may be one, as we are one.”  In the name… 

In C.S. Lewis’ book Mere Christianity, a book that was formed out of his BBC radio 
talks in the 40’s, he has the following to say: 

"I hope no reader will suppose that "mere" Christianity is here put forward as an 
alternative to the creeds of the existing communions — as if a man could adopt it in 
preference to Congregationalism or Greek Orthodoxy or anything else.  

It is more like a hall out of which doors open into several rooms. If I can bring 
anyone into that hall, I have done what I attempted. But it is in the rooms, not the 
hall, that there are fires and chairs and meals. The hall is a place to wait in, a place 
from which to try the various doors, not a place to live in. For that purpose the worst 
of the rooms (whichever that may be) is, I think preferable. It is true that some 
people may find they have to wait in the hall for a considerable time, while others 
feel certain almost at once which door they must knock at. I do not know why there 
is this difference, but I am sure God keeps no one waiting unless He sees that it is 
good for him to wait. When you do get into the room you will find that the long wait 
has done some kind of good which you would not have had otherwise. But you must 
regard it as waiting, not as camping. You must keep on praying for light: and, of 
course, even in the hall, you must begin trying to obey the rules which are common 
to the whole house. And above all you must be asking which door is the true one; 
not which pleases you best by its paint and paneling.  

In plain language, the question should never be: "Do I like that kind of service?" but 
"Are these doctrines true: Is holiness here? Does my conscience move me towards 
this? Is my reluctance to knock at this door due to my pride, or my mere taste, or my 
personal dislike of this particular door-keeper?"  



When you have reached your own room, be kind to those who have chosen different 
doors and to those who are still in the hall. If they are wrong they need your prayers 
all the more; and if they are your enemies, then you are under orders to pray for 
them. This is one of the rules common to the whole house." 

Among my primary concerns as a minister of the Gospel is the divisions that have 
long defined the church—particularly in this country.  The bride of Christ has been 
carved up into various limbs and mailed to the four corners of this world as a bad 
omen.  The differences are real, and obviously I’ve made my choice about which 
limb is home for me, but it’s not without some discomfort with the state of things.  
Lewis helps me—he’s helped me so much that I helped start a school whose intent is 
to be the ‘mere Christian’ hallway of a few Christians with young school-aged 
children.  Obviously that can only go so far.  Suspicion continues to characterize our 
relationships one with another.  And that appears to be in direct conflict with the 
prayer of Christ.   

Before I offer any comments on a resolution, let me elaborate a minute on the 
conflict: 

1.  Jesus ended the last chapter with this statement, “I have told you these things, so 
that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world.” Long-standing suspicion one of another is a practical 
denial of Christ’s having overcome the world.  Now, this is hard to see.  The pain 
inflicted upon certain members of my family in this world does not seem to indicate 
that Christ has overcome much of anything.  But the Scriptures do address that 
conflict in the book of Hebrews, which says, “In putting everything under them,[d] 
God left nothing that is not subject to them.[e] Yet at present we do not see 
everything subject to them.[f] 9 But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the 
angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered 
death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom 
and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation 
perfect through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people holy and those 
who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them 
brothers and sisters. 

In summary, our salvation and Christ’s final victory was perfected and finalized in 
his suffering.  When perfect people suffer—Jesus—suffering has gone too far; it has 
afflicted that which is undeserving.  Suffering can now be overthrown by the one 
unjustly afflicted.  Jesus alone can therefore save.  Therefore, it is through the 
sufferings of Christ that we all become one, and we should therefore strive for that 
unity. 

2.  Our divisions are in conflict with the Oneness of the Trinity.  Jesus and the Father 
are One.  “God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in his being, wisdom, 



power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.”  And the same is true of Jesus.  To not 
seek the same glory, which according to Jesus has been given to us, we live in 
practical denial of the doctrine of God.   
 

So what are we to do?  Well, our testimony of peace in this world hangs upon this.  
Listen to Jesus, “I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so 
that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me. 24Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be 
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved 
me before the foundation of the world. 

25 ‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know 
that you have sent me. 26I made your name known to them, and I will make it 
known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in 
them.’” 

In view of the Ascension of Christ to the right hand of God, commemorated last 
Thursday, let us pray for repentance.  For Jesus, this unity came through suffering, 
and so I assume that the same will be true for us.  The first step may very well be a 
Christian tolerance one for another.  I have family members who are aggravating, 
and yet we break bread together most holidays in patience and charity.  The same 
must be true for the church.   

You know, the church is our Mother.  As I’ve often said, we should stand when she 
enters the room.  We should seek her peace and solidarity.  Mothers in the room 
today, you are an echo of that beautiful reality.  You are the most beautiful 
expression of the community for whom Christ died.  And for that reason we honor 
you today with our gratitude, our amazement, our honor, our praise, and full 
admiration.  Just as we owe our spiritual life to the church, we owe our physical life 
in this world to you, and you are worthy of a double-honor.  May God bless the dear 
mothers, step-mothers, grandmothers, god-mothers, adoptive mothers, and spiritual 
mothers in this room with his heavenly grace and eternal benediction.  You have 
pointed us to Christ. 

At this altar, mother church becomes with our Lord.  This is the altar in which his 
glory is given so that the world might know that He is God and that He is 
unconquerable love. 

 

In the name… 

 
 
 


